
EVESHAM MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
 

Meeting Minutes from December 4, 2024  
 

 
Authority Board, Professionals and Staff in Attendance  
 
Present: Chairman Waters, Commissioners Tencza, Schmidt, Druss, Kipness 
 
Also Present:  Executive Director Booth, Deputy Executive Director Puszcz, Operations 
Manager Higgins, Asset Manager Vandenberg, General Counsel Grant, Engineer 
Simpson, Auditor McAllister and Board Secretary Krimmel  
 
 Video Teleconferencing: 
 
Commissioner Sweeney 
 
Members of the Public: 
 
None 
 
Chairman Waters called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
Opening Statement: 
 
Commissioner Schmidt read the opening statement as follows: 
 
Both adequate and electronic notice of this meeting, pursuant to both the Open Public 
Meetings Act and Emergency Remote Meeting Protocol advised in Local Finance Notice 
2020-21, has been given by the Director of Finance, Deputy Executive Director of the 
Evesham Municipal Utilities Authority on February 8, 2024 in the following manner: 
 
1.  E-mailing written notice to the Burlington County Times and Courier Post  
      
2.  Posting written notice on the official Evesham MUA website  
 
3.  Filing written notice with the Clerks of Evesham and Medford  
 
This statement shall be entered into the minutes of this meeting. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
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November 4, 2024 – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to 
approve the minutes of November 4, 2024.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE: Druss, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY: None 
                                    ABSTAIN: Sweeney (Not in attendance) 
  
MOTION CARRIED:  4-0-1 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items only) 
 
None 
 
FINANCIAL 
 
Presentation of FY 2024 Financial Audit – Auditor McAllister from Bowman & 
Company presented the FY 2024 Audit. 
 
Resolution 2024-115: Review and acceptance of FY24 Financial Audit Report 
 
On motion by Druss, seconded by Sweeney, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-
115 reviewing and accepting the FY24 Financial Audit. Auditor McAllister presented the 
audit to the Board. Auditor McAllister advised there are no findings in the audit report. 
She expressed appreciation to Executive Director Booth, Deputy Executive  Director 
Puszcz and their office staff for assisting in any reports that she needed during the audit. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:  None 
                                    ABSTAIN:  None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-116: Payment of Bills – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, 
it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-106 approving the payment of the November 
2024 bills.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters* 
                                            NAY:  None 
                             ABSTAIN:  Waters* - Purchase Order #25-00851 
            Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt 
 
*Chairman Waters advised that he must abstain approval of purchase order number 25-
00851 for Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt due to a conflict of interest. 
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 For Bill List items except P.O. #25-00851 
     4-0-1 For Bill List item P.O. #25-00851 
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Resolution 2024-117: Refunds, Credits & Cancellations – On motion by Schmidt, 
seconded by Tencza, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-117 approving the 
November 2024 refunds, credits & cancellations. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                           NAY:  None 

                 ABSTAIN:  None 
 
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-118: Award of Contract under Extraordinary, Unspecifiable 
Services – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt 
Resolution #2024-118 awarding a contract under Extraordinary, Unspecifiable Services 
to  Horizon Health Care Services, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $55,000.00 for 2025 
employee dental insurance. Deputy Executive Director Puszcz advised the Board that 
our dental broker is recommending award of contract to Horizon Dental which is our 
current provider. The proposed rates do have a 3% increase; however, the Board may 
recall that Horizon Dental decreased their rates by 10% four years ago and have not had 
any rate increase since then. Horizon Dental continues to be a good dental insurance 
provider and it is recommended to award the dental insurance contract to Horizon Dental 
for 2025.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:  None 
                                    ABSTAIN:  None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-119: Award of Contract under Extraordinary, Unspecifiable 
Services – On motion by Druss, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to adopt 
Resolution #2024-119 awarding a contract under Extraordinary, Unspecifiable Services 
to Mutual of Omaha for 2025 Disability Insurance coverage. Deputy Executive Director 
Puszcz advised the Board that our disability broker is recommending award of contract 
to Mutual of Omaha which is our current disability provider. The proposed premiums 
remain the same. The only increase is in volume which is due to the maximum benefit 
limit increase which is mandated by the State of New Jersey. It is recommended to 
award the disability insurance contract to Mutual of Omaha. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:  None 
                                    ABSTAIN:  None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-120: Authorizing award of contract through North Jersey 
Wastewater Cooperative Purchasing Program – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by 



 4 

Druss, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-120 authorizing award of contract 
through North Jersey Wastewater Cooperative Purchasing Program to RIO Supply 
Company in an amount not to exceed $200,000.00 for Cold Water Meter with Integrated 
Meter Interface Units.  Operations Manager Higgins explained that this contract is for 
various sized meters throughout the water infrastructure which includes the hardware, 
laptops and warranty.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-127: Authorizing Advertisement for Proposals for an Information 
Technology Consultant  – On motion by Druss, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to 
adopt Resolution #2024-127 authorizing advertisement for an Information Technology 
Consultant. Asset Manager Vandenberg explained that this is requesting advertisement 
for an Information Technology Consultant. The RFP is ready to go out for bids.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-128: Authorizing Advertisement for Proposals for a Health 
Insurance Broker  – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to 
adopt Resolution #2024-128 authorizing advertisement for a Health Insurance  Broker. 
Deputy Executive Director Puszcz explained that the Authority is currently with the State 
Health Benefits Plan. In 2022 our health insurance premiums increased by 22%, in 2023 
it increased by a more reasonable amount of 7.5%; but now, the 2024 premium will 
increase by over 16%. We should solicit proposals to engage a health insurance broker 
to explore other options for health insurance coverage. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Executive Director Booth informed the Board that there were no violations this month. 
There were 9 water main breaks since our last meeting. There were a few discolored 
water and odor complaints. In all cases, we tested the water and all came back in 
compliance.  



 5 

 Executive Director Booth expressed appreciation to the Board members who attended 
the Annual AEA Conference which was held on November 18th and 19th. He advised the 
Board that during the conference, he was appointed to the Executive Board of the AEA. 
He looks forward to carrying his voice to making decisions to make a positive impact for 
both the MUA and the rate payers of Evesham Township. 
 
Executive Director Booth informed the Commissioners that the Authority will hold its 
annual Staff Appreciation luncheon on Friday, December 20, 2024. All are welcomed to 
attend. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT 
 
Resolution 2024-123: Authorizing advertisement for bids for Chlorine – On motion 
by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-123 
authorizing advertisement for the supplying of a Chlorine chemical contract. Engineer 
Simpson informed the Board that chlorine is one of the chemicals with the highest 
percentages with rate increases over the last several years.  Our current supplier is 
willing to extend the current rate offer, however; the Authority would like to go out to bid 
to explore better price options. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-124: Award of (5) Five Chemical Contract Extensions for a 
Second year – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Druss, it was moved to adopt 
Resolution #2024-124 awarding (5) five second year chemical contract extensions per 
the Consulting Engineer’s recommendation.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-125: Award of (2) Two Chemical Contract Extensions – On motion 
by Tencza, seconded by Druss, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2024-125 awarding 
a one year contract extension for (2) two chemical contracts per the Consulting 
Engineer’s recommendation.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
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MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Review of Engineer’s Status Report  
 
Update: South Side Water Storage Tank – We have been in contact with the owner of 
the property that the Authority would like to obtain for a storage tank site. They are 
aware that the proposed Kettle Run Road development will not be able to obtain a water 
main extension permit until the tank has been constructed. They are waiting for the 
Pinelands Commission to approve before moving forward with the development. 
 
Update: Route 70 Water Main – Nothing new to report. 
 
Update: Route 70 Sewer Main – Nothing new to report. 
 
Update: Elmwood Storage Building – The roof panels have been constructed and the 
block walls are ongoing. 
 
Update: Well No. 6 Building – Nothing new to report. 
 
Update: Well No. 6 Redrill – Nothing new to report. 
 
Update: Elmwood UV Disinfection –  
 
Resolution 2024-126: Approval of Change Order #1 – On motion by Schmidt, 
seconded by Tencza, it was moved to approve Resolution 2024-126 approving Change 
Order #1 in the amount of $6,800.00 to Clyde N. Lattimer & Son Construction Co., Inc. 
for Elmwood WWTP U V Disinfection. 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:  None 
                                    ABSTAIN:  None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Update: Heritage Village (Phase 3) Water Main Replacement – The contractor will 
install the remaining house services this week. They will do concrete work the following 
week.  
                                                                                                              
Update: Cardinal Court, Sweetgum Court and Cottonwood Drive Water Main 
Replacement –  The contractor will complete restorations this week and next week. 
 
Updated: Cinelli Farm Lift Station – The design is complete. They are going to the 
DEP for permits. 
 
Updated: Elmwood & Woodstream WWTP SCADA Upgrades – Nothing new to 
report. 
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New: Elmwood WWTP Generator Replacement 
 
Motion to Approve a Proposal - On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, there 
was a motion to approve a  proposal from Richard Alaimo Associates  in the amount of 
$227,680.00 for the Elmwood WWTP generator replacement.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:  Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:  None 
                                    ABSTAIN:  None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-121: Release Performance Guarantees for Genesis of Cherry Hill 
– On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to approve Resolution 
2024-121 releasing performance guarantees for Genesis of Cherry Hill – 451 Route 73 
South 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
Resolution 2024-122: Release Performance Guarantees for 1001 Tuckerton Road – 
On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to approve Resolution 2024-
122 releasing performance guarantees for 1001 Tuckerton Road 
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None  
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT  
 
General Counsel Grant advised there is nothing new to report. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
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Commissioner Kipness expressed appreciation to the entire staff. He was sorry that he 
missed the AEA Conference. He wished everyone a happy holiday.  
 
Commissioner Druss expressed appreciation to Deputy Executive Director Puszcz for 
her work on the audit. He enjoyed the AEA Conference.  
 
Commissioner Schmidt expressed appreciation to Office Manager Krimmel for arranging 
his attendance at the AEA Conference. He also expressed appreciation to Deputy 
Executive Director Puszcz for her work on the audit. He congratulated Executive Director 
Booth for being appointed to the AEA Board. He wished everyone a happy holiday.  
 
Commissioner Sweeney congratulated Executive Director Booth for being appointed to 
the AEA Executive Board. He expressed appreciation to all those involved in the audit 
and wished everyone a happy holiday. 
 
Commissioner Tencza  expressed appreciation to Deputy Executive Director Puszcz, the 
Finance Committee and to all those involved in the audit. He also expressed 
appreciation to the entire team, he really appreciates all that they do. He congratulated 
Executive Director Booth for being appointed to the AEA Executive Board. He wished 
everyone a happy holiday. 
 
Chairman Waters congratulated Executive Director Booth for being appointed to the AEA 
Executive Board. He expressed appreciation to all of our professionals and the entire 
staff. He wished everyone a happy holiday. 
 
There was a motion to adjourn by Tencza, seconded by Druss. The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:03 p.m.  
 
RECORDED VOTE:  AYE:   Druss, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters 
                                            NAY:   None 
                                    ABSTAIN:   None 
 
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0 
 
The next meeting of the Evesham Municipal Utilities Authority is scheduled for 
Wednesday, January 8, 2025 at 7:00 p.m.  – 100 Sharp Road 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Christine Krimmel 
Office Manager 
 
APPROVED BY THE BOARD: __________ 


