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EVESHAM MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY

Meeting Minutes from February 2, 2022 
Authority Board, Professionals and Staff in Attendance 

Present:  Chairman Waters, Vice-Chairman Tencza, Commissioners, Schmidt and Hunter  
Authority Board via Video Teleconferencing:
Commissioners Sweeney, Druss and Kipness

Also Present:  Executive Director Booth, Deputy Executive Director Puszcz (via video teleconferencing), Operations Manager Higgins, Asset Manager Vandenberg, Engineer Simpson and Board Secretary Krimmel
Members of the Public:
None
Chairman Waters called the meeting to order at 7:36 p.m.

Opening Statement:
Executive Director Booth read the opening statement as follows:

Both adequate and electronic notice of this meeting, pursuant to both the Open Public Meetings Act and Emergency Remote Meeting Protocol advised in Local Finance Notice 2020-21, has been given by the Director of Finance, Deputy Executive Director of the Evesham Municipal Utilities Authority on March 25, 2021 in the following manner:

1.  E-mailing written notice to the Burlington County Times, Courier Post, and 

     Central Record
2.  Posting written notice on the official Evesham MUA website 

3.  Filing written notice with the Clerks of Evesham and Medford 

This statement shall be entered into the minutes of this meeting
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
REORGANIZATION
Chairman Waters conducted the nomination for election of Chairperson.

Chairman: On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to nominate Mr. Edward Waters as Chairman for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Vice – Chairman: On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Sweeney, it was moved to nominate Mr. George Tencza as Vice Chairman for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Secretary: On motion by Sweeney, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to nominate Mr. Michael Schmidt as Secretary for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  Schmidt
MOTION CARRIED:  4-0-1
Assistant Secretary: On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to nominate Mr. Richard Sweeney as Assistant Secretary for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Assistant Secretary: On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to nominate Dr. Krystal Hunter as Assistant Secretary for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
The members accepted their respective positions.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
January 5, 2022 – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Sweeney, it was moved to approve the minutes of January 5, 2022.  
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE: Sweeney, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY: None

                                    ABSTAIN:
Hunter, Schmidt
MOTION CARRIED:  3-0-2
PUBLIC COMMENT (Agenda Items only)
None
Resolution 2022-32: Executive Session – Not Required
Motion to re-adopt Roberts Rules of Order - On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to re-adopt Roberts Rules of Order for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Motion that all rules and regulations heretofore made will continue for the following year unless changes are made – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved that all rules and regulations heretofore made will continue for the following year unless changes are made.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Motion to approve official depository of the Authority – On motion by Hunter, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to name and approve WSFS as the official depository of the Authority for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-9: Authorizing Actions to be performed on behalf of the Authority – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Sweeney it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-9 authorizing actions to be performed on behalf of the Authority for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-10: Appointment of Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for 2022 – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-10 appointing Laura Puszcz as Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) for the Authority for the upcoming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-11: Re-adoption of Anti- Harassment Policy for the Authority – On motion by Hunter, seconded by Sweeney, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-11 re-adopting the Anti-Harassment Policy for the Authority for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-12: Open Public Meetings Act – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-12 that advance notice of all meetings of the Authority will be in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0               

Resolution 2022-13: Award of professional contract to Bowman & Company, LLP for the position of Auditor – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-13 awarding a professional contract to Bowman & Company, LLP for the position of Auditor for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-14: Award of professional contract to T & M Associates for the position of Auxiliary Engineer – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-14 awarding a professional contract to T & M Associates for the position of Auxiliary Engineer for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-15: Award of professional contract to Environmental Resolutions for the position of Auxiliary Engineer – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-15 awarding a professional contract to Environmental Resolutions for the position of Auxiliary Engineer for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-16: Award of professional contract to Malamut & Associates for the position of Bond Counsel – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-16 awarding a professional contract to Malamut & Associates for the position of Bond Counsel for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-17: Award of professional contract to Richard A. Alaimo Associates for the position of Consulting Engineer – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-17 awarding a professional contract to Richard A. Alaimo Associates for the position of Consulting Engineer for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Resolution 2022-18: Award of professional contract to Assured Partners for the position of Dental Broker – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-18 awarding a professional contract to Assured Partners for the position of Dental Broker for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-19: Award of professional contract to Buchart Horn for the position of Environmental Consultant– On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-19 awarding a professional contract to Buchart Horn for the position of Environmental Consultant for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-20: Award of professional contract to Acacia Financial Group for the position of Financial Advisor – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-20 awarding a professional contract to Acacia Financial Group for the position of Financial Advisor for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Resolution 2022-21: Award of professional contract to NW Financial Group, LLC for the position of Financial Advisor – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-21 awarding a professional contract to NW Financial Group, LLC for the position of Financial Advisor for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-22: Award of professional contract to Malamut & Associates LLC for the position of General Counsel – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-22 awarding a professional contract to Malamut & Associates LLC for the position of General Counsel for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  Schmidt
                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  4-1-0

Resolution 2022-23: Award of professional contract to Environmental Resolutions, Inc. for the position of Geological Engineer – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-23 awarding a professional contract to Environmental Resolutions, Inc. for the position of Geological Engineer for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-24: Award of professional contract to Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt, Cappelli, Tipton & Taylor LLC for the position of Labor Counsel – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-24 awarding a professional contract to Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt, Cappelli, Tipton & Taylor LLC for the position of Labor Counsel for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Resolution 2022-25: Award of professional contract to Virtua Health for the position of Occupational Physician – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-25 awarding a professional contract to Virtua Health for the position of Occupational Physician for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters                                            NAY:  None
                                    ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED: 5-0-0

Resolution 2022-26: Award of professional contract to Hardenbergh Insurance Group for the position of Risk Management & Insurance Consultant – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-26 awarding a professional contract to Hardenbergh Insurance Group for the position of Risk Management & Insurance Consultant for the coming year.
RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Resolution 2022-27: Award of professional contract to Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt,  Cappelli, Tipton & Taylor LLC for the position of Special Counsel – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution 2022-27 awarding a professional contract to Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt, Cappelli, Tipton & Taylor LLC for the position of Special Counsel for the coming year.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

FINANCIAL
Resolution 2022-28: Payment of Bills – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2022-28 approving the payment of the January 2022 bills. 

RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:  None

                                    ABSTAIN:  None 

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Resolution 2022-29: Refunds, Credits & Cancellations – On motion by Hunter, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2022-29 approving the January 2022 refunds, credits & cancellations.

RECORDED VOTE:     AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                 
   
     NAY:  None

                 ABSTAIN:  None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-30: Authorizing Award of a (2) two year Contract through OMNIA Partners National Cooperative Purchasing Program – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2022-30 authorizing award of a two year contract through OMNIA Partners National Cooperative Purchasing Program to Kronos SaaShr, Inc. in the amount that does not exceed $35,000.00 to purchase payroll, human resources and scheduling services. Deputy Executive Director Puszcz reminded the Board that in 2020 the Authority awarded a contract through OMNIA for the purchase of a payroll and human resources system, which eliminated the many manual processes of payroll and human resources. This system also provides a self-service portal for employees to receive their pay statements and to request time off. The Authority went live in August of 2021 and has proven to be a great benefit to the Authority, resulting in an annual savings of over $12,000. The system is user friendly, and the project is a success. Deputy Executive Director Puszcz requests approval to continue this program with Kronos SaaShr for another two years. 
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:  None

                                    ABSTAIN:  None 

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

Resolution 2022-31: Award of One Year Contract Extension – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to adopt Resolution #2022-31 awarding a one year contract extension to Rio Supply, Inc. in the amount of $367,275.00 for Cold Water Meter with Integrated Meter Interface Unit. Executive Director Booth explained that we were fortunate to keep our current pricing for these meters. 
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:  None
                                    ABSTAIN:  None
MOTION CARRIED: 5-0-0
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Executive Director Booth informed the Board that there were no potential violations for the month of January. There were nine water main breaks since our last meeting. There were two discolored water complaints, both which cleared after the customers flushed their lines. There were two water odor complaints. Technicians went out to test the water system in the customers’ homes, but both results came back as in compliance. Executive Director Booth prepared a letter and requested signature by the Board to thank all of the employees who helped during the three water main breaks which occurred on January 13, 2022, specifically, Michael Vendick, Nick Anderson, Bill Sayers, Brice Basim, Mike Owsiak, Damien Ramos, Ryan Miller, Nate Grobelny, Matthew Porto, Brendan Hirsh, John Ellis, Nick Scioli, Supervisors James Higgins, Mike Pizzuti, T.J. Lowden, Mike Mullen and James Lynch. Executive Director Booth expressed appreciation to the entire staff for their hard work during the past few years during the pandemic. Chairman Waters questioned Executive Director Booth on why there have been so many watermain breaks. Executive Director Booth advised the Board that he asked Engineer Simpson to review the hydraulic model to see if there are any abnormalities. Asset Manager Vandenberg has performed an independent study and although we are having a high volume of water main breaks, we are still below the national average for the year. 
Executive Director Booth gave a presentation on The Year in Review of 2021 and The Year Ahead in 2022.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Review of Engineer’s Status Report 

Update: South Side Water Storage Tank – The property owner (Samos Organization) is in contact with the Township Community Development Department and planning for consultants to review plans for the properties associated with this project. 
Update: Route 70 Water Main – We have prepared plans and specifications for this project and will submit an application to the NJDOT for an occupancy permit.
Motion to Approve an increase in a Proposal – On motion by Schmidt, seconded by Tencza it was moved to  approve an increase in a proposal from Richard A. Alaimo Associates previously approved in the amount of $90,000.00 to a new price of  $150,000.00. Engineer Simpson explained this this increase will cover the construction management, the construction observation, and the coordination with the businesses along this route. Since this project has taken over five years to have the easements put in place, this project requires an increase. 
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:  None
                                    ABSTAIN: 
None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Update: Route 70 Sewer Main – We have the NJDOT permit in hand and would like to go out to bid for this project.
Motion to Approve an increase in a Proposal – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt it was moved to  approve an increase in a proposal from Richard A. Alaimo Associates previously approved in the amount of $90,000.00 to a new price of  $150,000.00. Engineer Simpson explained that this project corresponds with the water main project which took over five years to get the easements.
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:  Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:  None
                                    ABSTAIN: 
None

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
Update: Elmwood WWTP Resiliency Improvements – There is a delay in the shipment of the flood gate doors. They are expected to be delivered in mid-March.
Update: Heritage Village (Phase 2) Water Main Replacement – They have applied to the DEP for a water main extension permit. This could take up to three to four months to receive . 
Update: Elmwood Storage Building – This project has been placed on hold due to availability of funds.
Update: Well No. 7 Building – Eagle Construction continues the construction of this building. 
Update: North Cropwell Sewer Siphon – This project will now be included in the Route 70 sewer main project.
Update: Kings Grant Effluent Force Main Replacement – This went out for re-bid and the bid opening is scheduled for February 15, 2022.
Update: Well No. 6 Re-drill – We have submitted the plans to the Township’s code officials for review.
Motion to approve S-3/W-3 for Burns Buick GMC, Inc. – On motion by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt, it was moved to approve S-3/W-3 for Burns Buick GMC, Inc, - Genesis of Cherry Hill – West Route 73
RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:   Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:   None

                                    ABSTAIN:   None
MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0

PUBLIC COMMENT

None
BOARD COMMENTS
Commissioner Druss expressed  appreciation to Executive Director Booth and the entire staff for what they accomplished last year. He welcomed Dr. Hunter to the Board of Commissioners. He also congratulated Operations Manager Higgins on his new position. He expressed appreciation to former General Counsel Gillespie and Commissioner Lutner for all of their hard work and dedication. 
Commissioner Kipness welcomed Dr. Hunter to the Board of Commissioners and advised her that if she has any questions, please ask. He questioned Executive Director Booth if the Authority has a way to notice a large amount of water being used based on the incident that happened in Woodstream. Executive Director Booth advised the Board that we do not have that technology and it is very expensive to purchase, for an isolated incident, such as this.
Commissioner Sweeney congratulated Dr. Hunter on her appointment to the Board. He also congratulated Jim Higgins on his new position. He expressed appreciation to the entire staff for their hard work during the water main breaks.
Commissioner Schmidt welcomed Dr. Hunter to the Board of Commissioners. He believes she will be a great addition and if she has any questions, please ask. He echoed all of the other Commissioners’ comments. He expressed appreciation to Commissioner Lutner for his years of service to the MUA.  He enjoyed working with him on the Finance Committee and he will miss his talents and dedication to the Authority.  He also expressed appreciation to Executive Director Booth for the letter he  wrote on behalf of the Board to the staff for their work during the water main breaks. It is well deserved. He congratulated Jim Higgin, Chris Vandenberg and Kaitlyn Kropa on their new positions and wished them well. He expressed appreciation to our former General Counsel, John Gillespie, for the terrific job that he did representing us. 
Commissioner Tencza congratulated Dr. Hunter on her appointment to the Board. He expressed appreciation to the entire Authority staff. He expressed appreciation to Commissioner Lutner for his years of service as a commissioner. He expressed appreciation to our former General Counsel, John Gillespie, for the terrific job that he did representing us. 
Chairman Waters expressed appreciation to his fellow Commissioners for reappointing him as Chairman of the Board. He expressed appreciation to Executive Director Booth on his 2021 year in review presentation. He believes he is doing a wonderful job. He congratulated Operations Manager Higgins on his new position. He welcomed Dr. Hunter to the Board of Commissioners and looks forward to working with her. He expressed appreciation to Commissioner Lutner for his hard work. He congratulated all of the awarded professional appointments.

Commissioner Hunter expressed her excitement on being a part of the Board of Commissioners and she looks forward to working with them. She expressed appreciation to Executive Director Booth for taking the time to meet with her to explain how the Authority is managed. 

There was a motion to adjourn by Tencza, seconded by Schmidt. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 P.M.  

RECORDED VOTE:
 AYE:   Hunter, Sweeney, Schmidt, Tencza, Waters
                                            NAY:   None

                                    ABSTAIN:   None 

MOTION CARRIED:  5-0-0
The next meeting of the Evesham Municipal Utilities Authority is scheduled for March 2, 2022 at 7:00 pm.
                
____________________________

Christine Krimmel
Office Manager
APPROVED BY THE BOARD: __________
